LENT MIDWEEK

March 11, 2020

Welcome to Worship! Stop trying and start trusting. That’s the truth God teaches his people in
Exodus 14. And that’s the Gospel truth God teaches us as well—today!

Large Print Bulletins and hearing devices are available from an usher.

+++ Service of Prayer & Preaching, Page 260 +++

THE PRELUDE: 4:30: “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” - F.W. Zachau
7:00: “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Has Thou Broken” -Allen Mahnke

THE OPENING HYMN: “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” Hymn 435
THE OPENING VERSICLES (LENT): (page 260)
THE PSALM: Responsively (selected verses from Psalm 105)

P: Israel arrived in Egypt; Jacob lived as a foreigner in the land of Ham.

C: The LORD multiplied the people of Israel.

P: The LORD sent his servant Moses, along with Aaron, whom he had chosen.
C: The LORD blanketed Egypt in darkness.

P: They had defied his commands to let his people go.

C: He turned their water into blood, poisoning all the fish.

P: Then frogs overran the land and even invaded the king’s bedrooms.

C: When the LORD spoke, flies descended on the Egyptians.

P: He sent them hail instead of rain, and lightning flashed over the land.

C: He spoke, and hordes of locusts came.

P: The LORD brought his people out of Egypt, loaded with silver and gold.
All: Not one among the tribes of Israel stumbled!

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Exodus 14:1-29

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the people of Israel to turn back and encamp in front of Pi-
hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall encamp facing it, by
the sea. For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel, “They are wandering in the land; the
wilderness has shut them in.” And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them, and I
will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD.”
And they did so. When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the mind of Pharaoh
and his servants was changed toward the people, and they said, “What is this we have done, that
we have let Israel go from serving us?” So he made ready his chariot and took his army with
him, and took six hundred chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over
all of them. And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the
people of Israel while the people of Israel were going out defiantly. The Egyptians pursued them,
all Pharaoh'’s horses and chariots and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them encamped
at the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon. When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel
lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly.

And the people of Israel cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no
graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to
us in bringing us out of Egypt? Is not this what we said to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone that we
may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die
in the wilderness.” And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of
the LORD, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall
never see again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” The LORD said to
Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift up your staff, and
stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea
on dry ground. And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them,
and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. And the
Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots,
and his horsemen.” Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and
went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them,
coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the
darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all night. Then Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all
night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the people of Israel went
into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and
on their left. The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all
Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And in the morning watch the LORD in the
pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into
a panic, clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let
us flee from before Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.” Then the LORD
said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” So Moses stretched out his hand over
the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the
Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. The waters
returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed
them into the sea, not one of them remained. But the people of Israel walked on dry ground
through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE ANTHEM:  4:30: “O Lord Accept My Heart This Day”

7:00: “How Firm a Foundation” - Samuel Walter

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 11:25-30

At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden
these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father,
for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no
one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone
to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I



will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for [ am gentle and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

THE LENTEN RESPONSORY: (page 263)

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS: (page 264)

THE SERMON HYMN: “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” Hymn 729
THE SERMON: “Stop Trying and Start Trusting”

THE OFFERING: Kids helping Orphans: Lent is a wonderful time to share God’s love
with others in meaningful ways. One of the mission projects our Lenten offerings support
is Bethania, which provides loving, Christ-centered support to orphans in India. Started
by Polly Hennig, who grew up at Immanuel, this ministry is a wonderful blessing! If you
have children at home, take a Lenten Coin box and encourage them to fill it with spare
change, a great way to share our blessings. Thanks!

THE MUSICAL OFFERING: 4:30: “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” - J.C.H. Rinck
7:00: “Remember and Give Thanks” - Allen Pote

THE PRAYERS: (page 265)

THE EVENING PRAYER: (page 266)

THE BLESSING: (page 267)

THE CLOSING HYMN: “How Firm a Foundation” Hymn 728

THE SILENT PRAYER: Jesus, teach me again and again to stop trying and start trusting you
.. with everything. Amen.

THE POSTLUDE: “Not All the Blood of Beasts” - Kevin Hildebrand
+++

Serving in Worship
Preacher: Pastor Bloch Liturgists: Pastor Rodriguez & Vicar Ronchetto
Lector: Pastor Blomenberg Organist: Mr. Paul Scheiderer
Special Music: 4:30: Youth Choir 7:00: Woodwind Ensemble and Adult Choir

+ IMMANUEL MIDWEEK SERVICES +
4:30 & 7:00 P.M. Each Wednesday
5:00—6:30 Dinner provided and served by the Youth Group.
Tonight's Menu: Chicken Breast, mashed potatoes, broccoli

5:00—6:30 LENT FOR LITTLE ONES: Children of ALL ages are invited to the Parish
Hall between services to create, discover and share the experience of the art and images
of Lent, the Exodus and the Gospel. This art studio activity is open to ALL, and is led
by Patti Miller.

LET MY PEOPLE GO!

Stop Trying and Start Trusting
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4:30 pm & 7:00 pm



