LET MY PEOPLE GO!

Strike the Rock
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LENT MIDWEEK March 18, 2020

Welcome to Worship! “Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to
drink” (Ex 17:6). When they were dying from thirst, this worked for Moses and the
Israelites. It works for us, too, today!

Large Print Bulletins and hearing devices are available from an usher.

+++ Service of Prayer & Preaching, Page 260 +++
THE PRELUDE: “Christ the Life of All the Living” - Jean Pasquet
THE OPENING HYMN: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Hymn 425

1 When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

3 See, from His head, His hands, His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did €’er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a tribute far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all!

THE OPENING VERSICLES (LENT): (page 260)

This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,
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let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
Christ was wounded for our transgressions.
He was bruised for our iniquities.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

THE PSALM: Responsively (selected verses from Psalm 78)

P: God did miracles for our ancestors on the plain of Zoan in the land of Egypt.

C: He divided the sea and led them through.

P: Making the water stand up like walls!

C: He led them by a cloud, and all night by a pillar of fire.

P: He split open the rocks in the wilderness to give them water, as from a gushing
spring.

C: He made streams pour from the rock.

P: Making the waters flow like a river!

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Exodus 17:1-7

All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by
stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but
there was no water for the people to drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses
and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel
with me? Why do you test the LORD?” But the people thirsted there for water, and
the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt,
to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried to the LORD,
“What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” And the LORD
said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel,
and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will
stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water
shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the
elders of Israel. And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of
the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is
the LORD among us or not?”
L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



THE EPISTLE READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-4
I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed
through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all
ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from
the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.
L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL READING: John 4:3-10
He left Judea and departed again for Galilee. And he had to pass through Samaria. So
he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his
son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was
sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to
draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (For his disciples had gone away into
the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew,
ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given
you living water.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE LENTEN RESPONSORY: (page 263)

L We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
L We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.

THE LORD’S PRAYER: (page 264)

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.



THE SERMON HYMN: “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” Hymn 437

1

Alas! And did my Savior bleed,
And did my sov’reign die?

Would He devote that sacred head
For such a worm as I?

Was it for crimes that I had done
He groaned upon the tree?

Amazing pity, grace unknown,
And love beyond degree!

Well might the sun in darkness hide
And shut his glories in

When God, the mighty maker, died
For His own creatures’ sin.

Thus might I hide my blushing face
While His dear cross appears,

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
And melt mine eyes to tears.

But drops of grief can ne’er repay
The debt of love I owe;

Here, Lord, I give myself away:
"Tis all that I can do.

THE SERMON: “Strike the Rock”
THE PRAYERS: (page 265)

L
C
L

In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us
all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who
travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned,
and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For . .. [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

THE EVENING PRAYER: (page 266)

C

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel
be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

THE BLESSING: (page 267)

THE CLOSING HYMN: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” Hymn 803

1

Joyful, joyful we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,
Praising Thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
Drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.

All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heav’'n reflect Thy rays,

Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,



Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.

3 Thou art giving and forgiving,

Ever blessing, ever blest,

Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Fountainhead of love divine:

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!
Joyful, we by grace are Thine!

THE SILENT PRAYER: Thank you, Jesus, that your life-renewing water quenches
my thirst now. Amen.

THE POSTLUDE: “All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” - Paul Manz
+++
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