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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

November 29 & 30, 2020

Welcome to Worship! We’ve made it to Advent – that season where we remember that Jesus came to the
world as a baby (and as a Savior) and will come again as a Judge. In the meantime, Jesus tells us to
remain awake, to watch and wait for His return. While it’s hard to watch and wait it’s imperative that
we do so and not lose the promise of eternity. Through Spirit-given faith we can be sure that our
watching and waiting is not in vain.
A Nursery is available below the entrance on Walnut St. and a Comfort Room is in the Atrium. The
Nursery in not staffed at this time.
All Sunday School classes for toddlers – 6th grade are not meeting at this time. Adult Bible Classes are
in the Fellowship Hall, and Downstairs Social Room. The Adult Information Class meets upstairs in
203. Everyone is welcome!
Cell Phones: Please remember to silence cell phones and electronics during worship.
Holy Communion will be offered at the 9:00 & 7:00 services. If you are not a confirmed member of the
Lutheran Church, please contact an Elder or Pastor before Communing. An usher will dismiss your row
to move forward to the person serving the bread, and then to the person serving the individual cup.
You may then dispose of the cup and return by the center aisle.
Hearing devices are available from an usher.

+ DIVINE SERVICE IV, Page 203 +
THE

PRELUDE: 9:00 & 11:15 “Jerusalem the Golden”
7:00 “The Advent of Our King” -B.W. Sanders
THE OPENING HYMN: “The Advent of Our King”
1 The advent of our King Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing In strains of holy joy.

Hymn 331

2

The everlasting Son Incarnate deigns to be,
Himself a servant’s form puts on To set His servants free.

3

O Zion’s daughter, rise To meet your lowly King,
Nor let your faithless heart despise The peace He comes to bring.

4

As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come again
And His true members all unite With Him in heav’n to reign.

5

Before the dawning day Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away, The new self now put on.

6

All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity.

THE INVOCATION, page 203
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
THE EXHORTATION:
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

C

Amen.

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
THE CONFESSION OF SINS:
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
THE ABSOLUTION:
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (We sing Hymn 333, verse 1)
1 Once He came in blessing, All our sins redressing;
Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us; Hope and freedom gave us.
THE PRAYER FOR THE DAY: (we pray together)
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the
threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
THE WORD OF THE MONTH: (we speak together) And the King will answer them, “Truly, I say to
you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 64:1-9 (Page 623)
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your
presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name known
to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome things
that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From of old no one
has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for
him. You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold,
you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? We have
all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade
like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls upon your name,
who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt
in the hand of our iniquities. But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our
potter; we are all the work of your hand. Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, and remember not iniquity
forever. Behold, please look, we are all your people.
L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
THE EPISTLE READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (Page 952)
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always
for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were
enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed
among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful,
by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE ALLELUIA AND VERSE, page 205
THE GOSPEL READING: Mark 13:24-37 (Page 1081) C: (sing) Glory to Thee, O Lord!
“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then they
will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then he will send out the
angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. “From
the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that
summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very
gates. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “But concerning that day or that hour, no
one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake.
For you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home
and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay
awake. Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— lest he come suddenly and find
you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.
THE HYMN: “Savior of the Nations, Come”
Hymn 332
1 Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth.
2

Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh— Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.

3

Here a maid was found with child, Yet remained a virgin mild.
In her womb this truth was shown: God was there upon His throne.

4

Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man, His heroic course began.

5

God the Father was His source, Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down, Back then to His throne and crown.

6

For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul.

7

From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides.

8

Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity.

THE

SERMON: “Watching and Waiting”

THE

NICENE CREED, page 206

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came

down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And
He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And
I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE

PRAYERS

+++

9:00 and 7:00 HOLY COMMUNION, page 208
Preface
P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary… evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord's Prayer
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ,… This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. C
Amen.
Agnus Dei
C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray
During Distribution: “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” -Robert Hobby Hymns: 609, 350, 627, 545
609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive
1 Jesus sinners doth receive; Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.
2

We deserve but grief and shame, Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; Here our ills have perfect healing.
Firmly in these words believe: Jesus sinners doth receive.

3

Sheep that from the fold did stray No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;
Weary souls that lost their way Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh
In His arms that they may live: Jesus sinners doth receive.

4

I, a sinner, come to Thee With a penitent confession.
Savior, mercy show to me; Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.

5

Oh, how blest it is to know: Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe: Jesus sinners doth receive.

6

Now my conscience is at peace; From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.

7

Jesus sinners doth receive; Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave: Jesus sinners doth receive.

350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come
1 Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, Only hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world! Open are to Thee all portals.
Come, Thy beauty let us see; Anxiously we wait for Thee.
2

Enter now my waiting heart, Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, Though I am but poor and lowly.
Ah, what riches will be mine When Thou art my guest divine!

3

My hosannas and my palms Graciously receive, I pray Thee;
Evermore, as best I can, Savior, I will homage pay Thee,
And in faith I will embrace, Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace.

4

Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! Jesus, hear our supplication!
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, Bring us blessing and salvation,
That forever we may sing: Hail! Hosanna to our King.

627 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior
1 Jesus Christ, our blessèd Savior, Turned away God’s wrath forever;
By His bitter grief and woe He saved us from the evil foe.
2

As His pledge of love undying, He, this precious food supplying,
Gives His body with the bread, And with the wine the blood He shed.

3

Jesus here Himself is sharing; Heed then how you are preparing,
For if you do not believe, His judgment then you shall receive.

4

Praise the Father, who from heaven To His own this food has given,
Who, to mend what we have done, Gave into death His only Son.

5

Firmly hold with faith unshaken That this food is to be taken
By the sick who are distressed, By hearts that long for peace and rest.

6

Agony and bitter labor Were the cost of God’s high favor;
Do not come if you suppose You need not Him who died and rose.

7

Christ says: “Come, all you that labor, And receive My grace and favor:
Those who feel no pain or ill Need no physician’s help or skill.

8

“For what purpose was My dying If not for your justifying?
And what use this precious food If you yourself were pure and good?”

9

If your heart this truth professes And your mouth your sin confesses,
You will be your Savior’s guest, Be at His banquet truly blest.

10 Let this food your faith so nourish That its fruit of love may flourish
And your neighbor learn from you How much God’s wondrous love can do.
545 Word of God, Come Down on Earth
1 Word of God, come down on earth, Living rain from heav’n descending;
Touch our hearts and bring to birth Faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere You; Word made flesh, we long to hear You.
2

Word eternal, throned on high, Word that brought to life creation,
Word that came from heav’n to die, Crucified for our salvation,
Saving Word, the world restoring, Speak to us, Your love outpouring.

3

Word that caused blind eyes to see, Speak and heal our mortal blindness;
Deaf we are: our healer be; Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness.
Be our Word in pity spoken, Heal the world, by sin now broken.

4

Word that speaks God’s tender love, One with God beyond all telling,
Word that sends us from above, God the Spirit, with us dwelling,
Word of truth, to all truth lead us;Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Nunc Dimittis
C O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav'nly peace,
For I have seen the glory Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.
All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son, All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, God's triune name resounding Through all
eternity.
THE POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
THE

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

P Let us bless the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you… C Amen.
THE CLOSING HYMN: “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”
1 The King shall come when morning dawns And light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills And life to joy awakes.
2

Not as of old a little child, To bear and fight and die,
But crowned with glory like the sun That lights the morning sky.

3

Oh, brighter than the rising morn When Christ, victorious, rose
And left the lonesome place of death Despite the rage of foes.

4

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn Shall dawn upon our race
The day when Christ in splendor comes And we shall see His face.

5

The King shall come when morning dawns And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: Come quickly, King of kings!

Hymn 348

THE

POSTLUDE: “The King Shall Come” -M. Burkhardt
+++
Preacher: Pastor Rodriguez Liturgists: Vicar Fredstrom and Pastor Bloch
Lector: Pastor Blomenberg Organist: Paul Scheiderer Soloist: Elizabeth Downey
9:00 Special Music: Adult Choir & Youth Choir

Immanuel’s mission is to connect people to the life, calling, and community of Christ. Founded in 1870, Immanuel is a member
of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. We believe the Bible is God’s inspired Word and that we are saved by grace, through
faith in Jesus Christ, who died for our sins. Please take a brochure from the Information Center or visit us on-line at
www.immanuelseymour.com.

