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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD December 25 & 26, 2022

Welcome to Worship! Christmas is a time of joy remembering God’s goodness in
sending Jesus. But for some loneliness, not joy, is their holiday companion. John's gospel
reminds us that Jesus, the Word, is the light of the world who became flesh and dwells
among us casting loneliness to the wind with His promise of His eternal presence.

A Wee Wiggle Room is available below the entrance on Walnut St. and a Comfort Room
is in the Atrium.

Cell Phones: Please remember to silence cell phones and electronics during worship.

Holy Communion will be offered at the 9:00 & 7:00 services. The Common Cup will be
offered to those who desire it and will be cleansed and rotated between persons. If you
prefer an individual cup, please take one from the tray. Wine with alcohol removed is
in the tray center. If you are not a confirmed member of the Lutheran Church, please
contact an elder or pastor before communing.

+ DIVINE SERVICE III, Page 184 +

THE PRELUDE: 11:15 & 7:00 “ Angels from the Realms of Glory” -Burkhardt
9:00 “Christmas Medley” -Various Composers
THEHYMN: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Hymn 361

1 O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!

3 How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav'n.
No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!

THEINVOCATION, CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION: Page 184



P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

THE EXHORTATION:

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

N <N

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
THE CONFESSION OF SINS
P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

THE ABSOLUTION

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

THE HYMN OF PRAISE: “Angels From the Realms of Glory” Hymn 367

1 Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story, Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain

ref Come and worship, come and worship; Worship Christ, the newborn King.

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations, Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain



4 Saints before the altar bending, Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending, In His temple shall appear. Refrain

5 All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain

THE PRAYER FOR THE DAY: (We pray together)

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us
free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen,

THE WORD OF THE MONTH: (We speak together)

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who
publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who
says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” The voice of your watchmen — they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. Break
forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted
his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his holy arm before the
eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!
THE EPISTLE READING: Hebrews 1:1-6

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all
things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my
Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to
me a son”? And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all
God’s angels worship him.”

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!
THE ALLELUIA AND VERSE, Page 190 C  Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
THE GOSPEL: John 1:1-14 C: (sing) Glory be to Thee, O Lord!



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without
him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light
of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness
about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to
bear witness about the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming
into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the
world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will
of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: (sing) Praise be to Thee, O Christ!
+++ 9:00 & 7:00 THE NICENE CREED: Page 191

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

+++ 11:15 THE APOSTLES’ CREED:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



THE HYMN: “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” Hymn 386

1 Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’'n our voice;
He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies;
Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art!

2 Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to Thee.
Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child;
Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
Draw me unto Thee! Draw me unto Thee!

3 Now through His Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine.
Death was reigning o’er us Through sin and vanity
Till He opened for us A bright eternity.
May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there!

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’'nly ground?
Where the angels singing With all His saints unite,
Sweetest praises bringing In heav’'nly joy and light.
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

THE SERMON: “The Lone Light for Loneliness”

THE PRAYERS
+++ 9:00 & 7:00 HOLY COMMUNION: Pages 194-202;

Preface
P The Lord be with you. C And with thy spirit.
P Lift up your hearts. C  We lift them up unto the Lord.
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. C It is meet and right so to do.
Sanctus
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD



THE PAX DOMINI

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

AGNUS DEI

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy
peace. Amen.

9:00 Anthem: “Listen to the Stars” -Joseph Martin
Distribution Hymns: 370, 374, 384, 359, 387
370 What Child Is This
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary!

2 Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary!

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: Public domain

374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

1 Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger;
There He lay, the Undefiled, To the world a stranger.
Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Savior?
Ask the saved of all the race  Who have found His favor.

2 Angels sang about His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth Glory all around Him.
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, Heard the angels singing;
All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ringing.



3 Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger;
He is still the Undefiled But no more a stranger.
Son of God of humble birth, Beautiful the story;
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glory!

Text: Public domain

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten
1 Of the Father’s love begotten Ere the worlds began to be,

He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see Evermore and
evermore.

2 Oh, that birth forever blessed, When the virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, Bore the Savior of our race,
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, First revealed His sacred face Evermore and
evermore.

3 This is He whom seers in old time Chanted of with one accord,
Whom the voices of the prophets Promised in their faithful word.
Now He shines, the long-expected; Let creation praise its Lord Evermore and
evermore.

4 O ye heights of heav'n, adore Him; Angel hosts, His praises sing.
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him And extol our God and King.
Let no tongue on earth be silent, Ev'ry voice in concert ring Evermore and evermore.

5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion, And eternal victory Evermore and evermore. Amen.

Text: Public domain

359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
1 Lo, how arose e’er blooming From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming  As prophets long have sung,
It came, a flow’ret bright, Amid the cold of winter, When half-spent was the night.

2 Isaiah 'twas foretold it, The rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it, The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, She bore to us a Savior, When half-spent was the night.

3 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor The darkness ev'rywhere.
True man, yet very God, From sin and death He saves us And lightens ev’ry load.



4 O Savior, child of Mary, Who felt our human woe;
O Savior, King of glory, Who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray To the bright courts of heaven, And to the endless day.

Text: Public domain

387 Joy to the World
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room And heav’'n and nature sing,
And heav'n and nature sing, And heav’'n, and heav’'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found.

4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Public domain

THE NUNC DIMITTIS

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of
all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

THE THANKSGIVING

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, C: and His mercy endureth forever.
THE SALUTATION

P The Lord be with you. C: And with thy spirit.

THE BENEDICAMUS

P Bless we the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.



The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN: “Go Tell It on the Mountain” Hymn 388
ref  Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’'rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born!

1 While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. Refrain.

2 The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain.

3 Down in a lonely manger The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain.

THE POSTLUDE: 11:15 & 7:00 “Go Tell It on the Mountain” -Kerr

9:00 “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” -J. Pachelbel
Preacher: Pastor Rodriguez Lector: Vicar Farney
Liturgists: Pastor Fredstrom, Pastor Bloch, Pastor Blomenberg

Sunday Organist: Mr. Paul Scheiderer Monday Organist: Mrs. Deb Lambert
+++

A blessed Christmas to each of you!

Special thanks to all who added beauty to our church through the gift of poinsettias.
They provide a fitting reminder of loved ones and the Love that came to us in Christ.

Join us for New Year’s Eve worship Saturday, 12/31, at 7 pm.

Immanuel’s mission is to connect people t0 the life, calling, and community of Christ. Founded in 1870, Immanuel
is a member of the Lutheran Church—~Missouri Synod. We believe the Bible is God'’s inspired Word and that we
are saved by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, who died for our sins. Please take a brochure from the
Information Center, or visit us on-line at www.immanuelseymour.com.




