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THE 4TH SUNDAY IN LENT March 22 and 23, 2020

Welcome to Worship! The spiritual blindness of His people grieves the
Lord, yet in mercy, He does not forsake them. He restrains His anger and
keeps His peace until He opens their ears and eyes to hear and see Him. By
the washing of water with His Word, Jesus opens the eyes of the blind and
grants rest to the weary. Therefore, though “at one time you were
darkness,” now “you are light in the Lord” (Eph. 5:8).

+ DIVINE SERVICE, Setting Four, Page 203 +
THE PRELUDE: “Prelude & Fugue in G Minor” - J.S. Bach

THE OPENING HYMN: “Christ, the Life of All the Living” Hymn 420
1 Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving To the darkest depths of woe:
Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit I eternal life inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, O Thou sinless Son of God!
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver From the bonds of sin forever.

Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

3 Thou hast borne the smiting only That my wounds might all be whole;
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, Rest to give my weary soul;
Yea, the curse of God enduring, Blessing unto me securing.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

4  Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, Treating Thee with shameful
scorn And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee.
All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, That as Thine Thou mightest own
me And with heav’nly glory crown me. Thousand, thousand thanks
shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.



THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION, and ABSOLUTION: (page 203)

Invocation

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



THE LENTEN CROSS HYMN: “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” Hymn 440, vs 4

4 Grant that I Your passion view

With repentant grieving.

Let me not bring shame to You
By unholy living.

How could I refuse to shun
Ev’ry sinful pleasure

Since for me God’s only Son
Suffered without measure?

THE PRAYER FOR THE DAY: (We pray together) Almighty God, our
heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we
deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your
benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD OF THE MONTH: (We speak together) God shows his love for
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 42:14-21 (Page 602)

For along time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself;
now I will cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. I will lay
waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the
rivers into islands, and dry up the pools. And I will lead the blind in a way
that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them.
I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level
ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. They are
turned back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say
to metal images, “You are our gods.” Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind,
that you may see! Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger
whom I send? Who is blind as my dedicated one, or blind as the servant of



the LORD? He sees many things, but does not observe them; his ears are
open, but he does not hear. The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’
sake, to magnify his law and make it glorious.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 (Pg. 978)

For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk
as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right
and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful
even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But when anything is
exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.”
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ!

The Alleluia and Verse are omitted during Lent.

THE GOSPEL READING: John 9:1-41 (pg. 895) C: Glory to You, O Lord.

As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the
works of God might be displayed in him. We must work the works of him
who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Having said these things,
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the
man’s eyes with the mud and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is
this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “Itis he.” Others said,
“No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” So they said to
him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called
Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash.” So I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him,
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the
man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus



made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him how
he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes,
and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from
God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man
who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them. So
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has
opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe
that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents
answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. But
how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes.
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” (His parents said these
things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if
anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the
synagogue.) Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the
second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give
glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether
he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind,
now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open
your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become
his disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we
are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for
this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered,
“Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and
yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a
man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They
answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And
they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found
him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who
is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him,
and it is he who is speaking to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he
worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those



who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” Some of the
Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “ Are we also blind?”
Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now

that you say, “We see,” your guilt remains.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (page 207)
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE HYMN: “Amazing Grace”
1 Amazing grace —how sweet the sound —
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see!

2 The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

Hymn 744




3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far,
His grace will lead me home.

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail
In heaven’s joy and peace.

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

THE SERMON: “Here’s Mud in Your Eye”

THE PRAYERS
Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

THE BENEDICTION: (page 212)
Benedicamus

A Let us bless the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.



Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C Amen.

THE CLOSING HYMN: “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed”
Hymn 560.
1 Drawn to the cross, which Thou hast blessed
With healing gifts for souls distressed,
To find in Thee my life, my rest,
Christ crucified, I come.

2 Thou knowest all my griefs and fears,
Thy grace abused, my misspent years;
Yet now to Thee with contrite tears,
Christ crucified, I come.

3 Wash me and take away each stain;
Let nothing of my sin remain.
For cleansing, though it be through pain,
Christ crucified, I come.

4 And then for work to do for Thee,
Which shall so sweet a service be
That angels well might envy me,

Christ crucified, I come.

THE POSTLUDE: “Glory Be to Jesus” - Kevin Hildebrand
Preacher: Pastor Bloch Liturgists: Pastor Rodriguez and Pastor Blomenberg
Lector: Vicar Ronchetto Organist: Mr. Paul Scheiderer

Immanuel’s mission is to connect people to the life, calling, and community of Christ. Founded
in 1870, Immanuel is a member of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. We believe the Bible
is God’s inspired Word and that we are saved by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, who died
for our sins. Please take a brochure from the Information Center, or visit us on-line at
www.immanuelseymour.com




